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3rd October 2008

Dear Convenors,

Distance Learning Project
A number of concerns have been expressed about the use of PowerPoint slides and AUDIO recordings of lectures from the University of Birmingham MSc course to support the distance learning project.  The project has been initiated to secure the financial future of the course.
The lectures will be packaged into smaller chunks of approximately fifteen minutes duration.  The audio recording will not be used in the final distance learning package but rather will be used to help develop a voice over to the original slides.

The main consideration of the Steering Commiittee is not to jeopardise the good will of the contributors to the course. It is important that lecturers do not feel pressurised to participate.  Material not captured from the original lecture will be developed by the project team.  If the lecturer is prepared to allow use of all or part of their PowerPoint presentation but does not wish to be recorded this is still helpful. 
There is some disquiet from lecturers over the possibility of breech of copyright as a result of using images from the internet in their presentations.   The copyright agreement asks for all third party material included in the submission to be identified and marked as permission obtain or not obtained.  Any material that is not identified as permission approved will be removed from the final product.  If replacement is deemed essential for the e-learning experience, attempts will be made to source material that has the required permissions or to create new slides.  Since lecturers’ presentations are solely for teaching rather than commercial purposes, any material which is in the public domain but subject to copyright, may fall under the Freedom of Information Act, and is very unlikely to be the subject of litigation.

I hope this clarifies a few issues.  If there are any further questions please don’t hesitate to contact me
Yours sincerely,
Clare Ford

